Analysing Short Stories







Name: ________________________



Conventions of a Short Story






1. _________________________
2. _________________________
3. _________________________
4. _________________________
5. _________________________
6. _________________________
7. _________________________
















	Structure of Short Story
	Example from ‘The Sniper’ by Liam O’Flaherty

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Plot Structure



List the each component of the structure of a short story. The find an example of each in the text

Characterisation


Story: _______________________Character Name: ____________________
Description of appearance and/or personality: ______________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
What techniques did the author use to create this description?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Examples: ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Read a couple of short stories and analyse the characterisation. Fill in the profiles below for 2 characters. 
Story: _______________________Character Name: ____________________
Description of appearance and/or personality: ______________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
What techniques did the author use to create this description?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Examples: ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Characterisation
What is Characterisation? __________________________________
___________________________________________________________






























Setting


Copy out a sentence from a short story that describes setting. Annotate the sentence showing what words are describing the setting.


	__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Point of View


Find 3 examples that show the story’s point of view, highlight the key words and label which type of point of view it is.


1. ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________






Symbolism



Find 2 symbols in the short stories. What is it and what does it symbolise? 


1. ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________





Theme


Choose 1 story. What do you think is a theme and how has the author conveyed it? 


Story: _____________________________________________________
Author: ___________________________________________________
Theme: ___________________________________________________
Evidence: _________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________









Language Techniques

Metaphor: ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Simile: __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Repetition: _____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Alliteration: ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Assonance: _____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Onomatopoeia: ________________________________________________
Personification: _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Adverbs: ________________________________________________________
Find 1 example of each of these techniques. 
Find 2 examples of each of these language techniques. 
Simple Sentence: ________________________________________________
Compound Sentence: ____________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Complex Sentence: ______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Past Tense: ______________________________________________________
Present Tense: ___________________________________________________
Future Tense: ____________________________________________________

